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1.0 What are we asking you about?
We want to expand Richmond Hill Primary School from two forms of entry to three forms of 
entry from September 2012. This means moving from two classes to three in reception; that is 
from 60 to 90 children joining reception in 2012. 

We are consulting you on the plans to expand the accommodation at the school to take those 
extra children. 

This would mean the new school which is being created for Richmond Hill would be built for 630 
instead of 420 pupils, made up of seven year groups of 90 children ( organised into three classes). 
The increase in the project costs will be met from the local authority’s capital budget. 

In 2012, the school would admit 90 pupils into reception, but not into the higher year groups. It is 
intended that the school would fill to its maximum size over 7 years of larger reception intakes. 

If this proposal proceeds, we will consult on the change to the admissions limit (the total number 
of children the school plans to allow into each year group) through the normal admissions 
consultation for 2012. More details of that consultation can be found on www.educationleeds.
co.uk/admissions .

2.0 Why are we asking you? 
The local authority has a legal duty to make sure that every child has a school place, and that 
children should not have an unreasonable journey to get there. 

Our pupil projections, shown in section 5 of this booklet, predict where places will be needed 
based on birth rates, and patterns of where children are born compared with where they attend 
school. They suggest there could be over 220 reception places needed by 2012. This is mainly due 
to the rising birth rate, also shown in section 5, and due to families moving into the area. There 
are currently 140 places, and an additional 10 being consulted on for 2010. 

The final decision will be made by Leeds City Council’s highest decision-making body, the 
Executive Board. We have to provide the Executive Board with all the information they need 
to make that decision. This includes making sure we have shared the proposals with everyone 
involved, and given them an opportunity to comment. 

So we need you to read this booklet or attend the public meetings and give us any comments you 
have on the proposals. 
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3.0 How was the proposal developed and what other options were considered?
The pupil projections for the Richmond Hill planning area in section 5 of this booklet. The figures 
show that we need to create an extra 90 reception places by 2012, on top of the 140 places which 
are available at the moment. 

When we consulted on the previous changes at Richmond Hill and Mount St Mary’s, we said we 
needed to look at other options for expansion in the area to make sure we have enough places. 
We visited all the schools in the area and discussed the options for expansion with head teachers, 
and the local Church of England and Catholic dioceses. These discussions resulted in some firm 
proposals, including this one which we are consulting on for Richmond Hill.  

When finding the right schools to expand, we had to balance:
• our legal duties, which include making sure there are enough places, families are offered choice 
 and diversity, and to consider the expansion of popular and successful schools,
• the areas where the extra places are needed,
• how expanding one school might affect the other schools in the area, and
• the practical reasons why many schools can’t be expanded.

Outcomes of considerations of other options in the area:

Victoria Primary. Currently admits 50 children per year.
It is proposed to increase this to 60 from September 2010. A building scheme to increase the 
number of classrooms is planned. This is being consulted on separately, as part of a consultation 
on all the proposed primary changes in the city for 2010. Details of that consultation are available 
at www.educationleeds.co.uk/schoolorganisation.

All Saints Primary School. Currently admits 30 children per year.
The Church of England Diocese are happy to consider expanding the school. The school has only 
recently appointed a permanent headteacher who will take their post in January 2010. It would be 
better to plan any expansion when the new leadership of the school is established. It is difficult 
to see how the school could admit more than 45 children per year on its current site, and any 
building work may be complicated and take some time to plan. There is no current firm proposal 
to expand this school, although a proposal appears likely in the future. In addition, there is some 
interest in developing the land and area around the school from private developers, which may in 
the future create opportunities for rebuilding the school.

Mount St Mary’s Primary School. Closing in July 2010 because of a lack of demand for 
Catholic places. The places are being reprovided as community places at Richmond Hill Primary 
School as a two form entry school.

New school. A new school could be part of the long term solution, however at present no 
suitable site or funding has been found. A new school would also take several years to set up. 
First the local authority would need to run a competition, asking anyone who was interested to 
make a bid to run a school, and deciding between those bids. Then the building would need to be 
designed, planned and built. The authority continues to investigate all options, but a new school 
could not form part of a solution before 2012.
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4.0 How to comment on the proposals
This consultation runs from Monday 2 November 2009 to Friday 11 December 2009. 
If you want the council’s executive board to consider your views, we must receive your comments 
no later than 4pm on Friday 11 December 2009.

We are holding a public meeting on Thursday 19th November, 6pm, at Richmond Hill Primary 
School, where you will have the opportunity to debate the proposal and ask questions.

Responses need to be in writing, or verbally at the meeting. We minute all public meetings and 
place the minutes on our website. It is important that, if you can, you give reasons for agreeing or 
disagreeing with the proposals so that as much information as possible is available to the Executive 
Board when making their decision. 

Written responses can be made:
• Using the form in this booklet, which includes details of where to send it.
• By letter, to School Organisation Team, 9th Floor West, Merrion House, 
 Merrion Way, LS2 8DT,
• By email to educ.school.organisation@educationleeds.co.uk

Responses can be anonymous, but if you require an acknowledgement please include your name 
and address.

In addition further copies of this booklet and the response form are available on the Education 
Leeds website www.educationleeds.co.uk, and in libraries. It has also been widely distributed, 
including to local councillors, MPs, the Catholic and Church of England Dioceses, and trades 
unions. 
 
5.0 What happens to your comments
We summarise all your views and present them to Leeds City Council’s Executive Board, 
which will decide whether to proceed with the proposals or to change them in any way. 
They are likely to make this decision at the Executive Board meeting on 12 February 2010. 
We treat your comments equally whether you put them in writing or say them at the 
public meetings.  

If they decide to go ahead, a statutory notice confirming the details of the final proposals 
will be published in the Yorkshire Evening Post and on the Education Leeds website at 
www.educationleeds.co.uk/schoolorganisation after February 2010 half term. 

The statutory notice gives you an opportunity to comment on the final proposals before 
the council’s Executive Board makes its final decision. 

Even if your comments are the same as you have contributed to this consultation, you will 
need to make them again if you want to be sure that the Executive Board considers them 
when making their final decision. 

The Executive Board must make its final decision within two months of the end of this 
statutory notice period, so the decision is likely to be made at the Executive Board meeting 
on 19 May 2010. 

If objections are received, the School Organisation Advisory Board will sit ahead of the 
Executive Board Meeting to make its recommendation on the proposals. 
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The School Organisation Advisory Body (SOAB) is made up of representatives from the 
area’s education community, and has been established by the council’s Executive Board 
to consider responses and make recommendations on the fi nal decision regarding any 
proposals to change the size or organisation of schools.

6.0 Demographic data
There are currently four schools in the Richmond Hill planning area: Victoria Primary, All Saints 
CE Primary, Richmond Hill Primary, and Mount St Mary’s Catholic Primary. 

The total pupil numbers and projections for the area are shown below. 

Data up to 2008/2009 is from the January school census, data for 2009/2010 onwards is projected 
pupil data, based on birth rates and previous pupil distribution patterns.

RICHMOND HILL PLANNING AREA

Tables show actual pupil numbers from the pupil census in January 2009, with projections 
for 2009/10 onwards. 

The table shows the admissions limit (AD LT) and available places (CAPACITY) in all the 
schools in the area.  The SURPLUS column shows how the pupil projections would affect 
the number of available places. 

The birth data for the area is as follows:

 REC YR 1 YR 2 YR 3 YR 4 YR 5 YR 6 TOTAL AD      
LT 

CAPACI 
TY 

2005/2006 114 109 123 114 103 119 120 802 140 845 43 5% 
2006/2007 118 119 111 115 117 101 119 800 140 845 45 5% 
2007/2008 124 119 120 111 110 111 102 797 140 845 48 6% 
2008/2009 137 119 109 119 102 116 111 813 140 845 32 4% 
2009/2010 173 136 115 110 114 103 118 868 140 845 -23 -3% 
2010/2011 176 170 130 117 104 116 104 917 150 845 -72 -8% 
2011/2012 213 174 161 133 110 106 118 1,014 150 845 -169 -20% 
2012/2013 228 211 166 164 127 113 107 1,116 150 845 -271 -32% 
2013/2014 242 226 201 170 157 130 115 1,241 150 845 -396 -47% 

SURPLUS 

The birth data for the area is as follows:The birth data for the area is as follows:The birth data for the area is as follows:
Richmond Hill Planning Area No. of Births
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PROPOSALS FOR EXPANSION OF RICHMOND HILL PRIMARY SCHOOL 
FOR SEPTEMBER 2012.

PUBLIC CONSULTATION RESPONSE FORM

Please read the consultation booklet on the proposals and tell us what your views are. The questions on this form are 
provided to help you do so, but you do not have to respond to all of them. If you prefer not to use this form, you can also 
put your views in a letter. Letters and forms should be sent to the address at the bottom of this form. Extra copies of this 
booklet and response form are available www.educationleeds.co.uk/schoolorganisation. You may also respond by 
e-mail to educ.school.organisation@educationleeds.co.uk

Responses must be received by Friday 11 December 2009.  All responses will be reported to a meeting of the Executive 
Board of Leeds City Council in February 2010. 

QUESTIONS RELATING TO THE PROPOSALS
1. What are your views on any of the proposed increases in primary provision? 

2. Have you found this booklet useful?
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3. Have you found the consultation process useful?

4. Do you have any other comments or views?

Your personal details (so that your response can be formally acknowledged):

Name:

Address:

e-mail address:

Which school are you associated with? ……………………………………………………………………

Parent/Carer of present pupil(s)                     

Parent/Carer of primary school child          

Other adult relative

Pupil

Governor

Member of staff

Local Resident

Elected Member

Community Representative

Other

Data Protection Act 1998
Under the terms of the Data Protection Act 1998 we must inform you of the following. Education Leeds 
and Leeds City Council are seeking your views to help inform the decision on this proposal. Your personal 
information will be used only for this purpose, and may be shared with other agencies who are involved in 
the consultation, however only to address any issues you raise. If you do not wish to provide personal details 
your views will still be considered, but we will not be able to acknowledge your response personally.

Please send your reply to:
The Chief Executive, Education Leeds, FAO School Organisation Team
9th Floor West, Merrion House, 110 Merrion Centre, Leeds LS2 8DT



0113 224 3311

0113 224 3311

0113 224 3311

0113 224 3311

0113 224 
3311

If you do not speak English and need help in understanding this document, please 
phone 0113 224 3311 and state the name of your language. We will then put you on 
hold while we contact an interpreter. We can assist with any language and there is no 
charge for interpretation.


